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Community Honors  Holly, Valens & Richardson 

with Dedication of New Plaza and Honorary Street Names 
   

Holly, Valens and Richardson Families to be Represented at Ceremony 

 
CLEAR LAKE, IOWA (October 7, 2011) – The City of Clear Lake, along with the Surf Ballroom & 

Museum and Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce, will honor Buddy Holly, J.P. “The Big 

Bopper” Richardson and Ritchie Valens, with a special event on Thursday, October 13
th

.  The event 

dedicating the recently completed Three Stars Plaza and will also feature an unveiling of the central art 

feature which celebrates the legacies of the three artists.   

 

The Three Stars Plaza was made possible when the City of Clear Lake purchased the former Nelson’s 

Amoco Station on North Shore Drive.  The city commissioned RDG of Omaha, NE to conceptually 

design the Plaza and surrounding streetscapes.  RDG extensively researched the area to ensure that the 

design was consistent with the style of the Surf Ballroom and that the different elements of the project 

were complimentary to one another.  RDG designed the central art feature as a way to promote the 

legacy of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and JP Richardson.  

 

The Plaza was completed in 2010, but funding was not available for the central art feature.  North Iowa 

entrepreneur and philanthropist Steve Sukup, along with his wife Vicki, stepped forward and offered the 

services of their company, Sukup Manufacturing, to construct the central art feature.   

 

In addition to the unveiling will be an honorary street naming dedication for Ritchie Valens Drive and 

JP Richardson Avenue.  These streets are contiguous to Buddy Holly Place and together will triangulate 

the Surf Ballroom.  Buddy Holly Place will also receive updated signage and will be rededicated. 

 

Members of the Holly, Valens and Richardson families are expected to be in attendance with media 

opportunities between 1:00-2:00 p.m. at the Surf Ballroom, 460 North Shore Drive, Clear Lake. 

 

~more~ 
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~Three Stars Plaza Continued~ 

 

 
About the Surf Ballroom & Museum 

 

The Surf Ballroom & Museum is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve, maintain and manage the 

historic Surf Ballroom property as a center utilized to enhance the quality of life in the North Iowa area by 

providing cultural, educational and entertainment opportunities.  Additionally, the organization is committed to 

both the promotion and enhancement of the museum’s quality to ensure that the Surf Ballroom’s display of 

musical history is available to future generations. 

 

The Surf is open Monday through Friday year-round from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and additionally from Memorial Day 

through Labor Day weekends on Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Admission to the Surf Ballroom & Museum is a 

suggested donation of $5.  With a capacity of 2,100, the Surf also operates as a concert venue with events 

scheduled regularly. For additional information about the Surf Ballroom, please call 641.357.6151 or visit 

www.surfballroom.com. 

 

 

 

Brief Bios of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and The Big Bopper 
 

Born Charles Hardin Holley in 1936, Buddy Holly was a rock pioneer who has influenced such icons as Bob 

Dylan, The Beatles and Elvis Costello. Holly formed The Crickets in Lubbock, Texas and later opened for a 

young Elvis Presley before The Crickets hit big with their #1 single “That’ll Be The Day” in 1957. Buddy Holly 

was one of the first inductees into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, in 2004 Rolling Stone magazine listed him as 

#13 of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time, and in 2008 Rolling Stone magazine listed him as one of the 100 

Greatest Singers of All Time. Additionally, Holly received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in September, 

2011. 

 

In the short 17 years of his life, Ritchie Valens became a rock and roll icon with his renowned songs “La Bamba” 

and “Donna.” As one of the first Latino rockers, Valens has notably influenced such artists as Los Lobos, the 

Beach Boys and Los Lonely Boys. Valens was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001. 

 

While working as a deejay for KTRM in Beaumont, Texas, Jiles Perry Richardson Jr. coined the name "The Big 

Bopper," an alias he would be known by for the rest of his life and long after. In 1957, The Big Bopper broadcast 

for six days straight establishing a world record for continuous radio broadcasting.  Richardson was also a gifted 

songwriter who penned lyrics for George Jones and Johnny Preston. "White Lightning" became Jones' first #1 

country hit and Preston’s “Running Bear” also climbed to #1. 
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