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North Iowa Cultural Center and Museum (dba Surf Ballroom & Musuem) 

Receives 501(c)(3) Exemption Status 
North Iowa Group Looks Forward to Continued Preservation of Historic Venue  

 

CLEAR LAKE, IA – August 25, 2008   The Surf Ballroom & Museum announced today that it 

has formally been awarded 501(c)(3) Exemption Status through the Internal Revenue Service.  

The initial application for non-profit status was made in late 2007, and communications have 

been ongoing with the Internal Revenue Service since that time. 

“It was absolutely vital that the organization receive the 501(c)(3) designation to offer the 

subsequent tax benefits to our generous contributors.  In establishing the organization, the Board 

of Directors felt that the Surf conceptually needed to be placed into the hands of the community 

for both their continued enjoyment and financial support.  We are very appreciative to those 

businesses and individuals who have supported the organization prior to officially obtaining this 

designation,” stated Paul Stevenson, Board Member for the North Iowa Cultural Center and 

Museum. 

An agreement was entered into between the Dean Snyder family of Clear Lake and the North 

Iowa Cultural Center and Museum, Inc. in January of 2008, with the intent of the non-profit 

organization to operate and do business as the Surf Ballroom & Museum.  Though the Surf 

Ballroom facility is still owned by the Snyder family, the non-profit corporation will continue 

work to preserve the physical structure and character of the historic Surf Ballroom, making the 

facility available to a wide variety of civic, non-profit and other groups for meetings, functions 

and events.   

-more- 
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Laurie Lietz, Executive Director of the Surf Ballroom & Museum added, “This ruling not only 

means that charitable contributions to the Surf Ballroom & Museum are now tax deductable, and 

of equal importance, the organization may now apply for grants from a number of sources to 

fund various projects that have significance to the Surf Ballroom’s future.” 

The mission of the North Iowa Cultural Center and Museum, Inc. is to preserve, maintain and 

manage the historic Surf Ballroom property as a center utilized to enhance the quality of life in 

the North Iowa area by providing cultural, educational and entertainment opportunities. For 

additional information regarding ways to contribute to the Surf Ballroom, please contact Laurie 

Lietz, Executive Director of the Surf Ballroom & Museum at (641) 357-6151 or via email at 

laurie@surfballroom.com. 
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