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Surf Ballroom Listed in National Register of Historic Places 
Ceremony Scheduled for Wednesday, February 1

st
 to Officially Unveil Plaque 

 

CLEAR LAKE, IA (February 1, 2012)  – The Surf Ballroom & Museum is pleased to announce that their 

historic venue has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register is administered 

by the National Park Service, and is the Country‟s official list of United States historic sites considered 

“worthy of preservation.”  A property‟s addition to the Register honors it by recognizing their importance to 

the community, State, or the Nation. 

“Those of us in North Iowa have long felt that the Surf is truly a National treasure.  This designation has 

validated our beliefs and we are incredibly proud to be listed,” explained Jeff Nicholas, President of the North 

Iowa Cultural Center & Museum. 

Specifically cited in the application were the Surf‟s association with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history, as well as its association with the lives of a person or persons 

significant in our past.  These are both criteria needed to be considered significant at the local and national 

levels.  “Buddy Holly‟s legacy has become intimately connected to the Surf Ballroom as his final performance 

venue,” stated Alexa McDowell of AKAY Consulting.  “This connection shines brightest each February 

during the Winter Dance Party held at the Surf, when fans from around the world gather to celebrate the 

musical achievements of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P Richardson and their contributions to the history 

of Rock „n Roll.”  McDowell represented the Surf during the nomination process and was responsible for the 

research and submission of their case to the National Register. 

The Surf Ballroom was also eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places because of 

significance in its association with the history of recreation and tourism, which has long been central to both 

the economic and social vibrancy of Clear Lake, Iowa, and as an exceptional example of Moderne architecture. 

A celebration is being planned at the Surf Ballroom on Wednesday, February 1
st
 at 1:00 p.m. 

~ more ~ 

 



About the Surf Ballroom: 

The present Surf Ballroom was constructed in 1948 following a tragedy that struck the original lakeside venue 

in the early morning hours of April 20, 1947 when fire destroyed the building.  The Surf has maintained its 

historic function and stands today very much as it did when it re-opened to the public on July 1, 1948. 

Today, the Surf Ballroom is operated by a 501(c)3 non-profit organization .  The organization exists to educate 

visitors and music fans about the history and continuing significance of all genres of music with an emphasis 

on big band and rock „n roll music.  By day, the Surf Ballroom functions as a museum, where artifacts are 

continuously being collected and archived for future generations. 
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